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VALDIS BUSS
Floksi / Phlox

kartons, ella / oil on cardboard
100 x 90 cm, 1987

8. STARPTAUTISKAIS GLEZNIECIBAS PLENERS
“VALDIS BUSS 2024"

Valda Busa simtgades gada Balvu novada pasvaldiba sadarbiba ar Rotko muzeju riko jau astoto
starptautisko glezniecibas plenéru Valda Bu$a pieminai. Sogad taja piedalas sesi makslinieki
no piecam valstim - DZoja Kloumena (ASV), Mugurs Popa (Rumanija), Alvids Stausks (Lietuva),
Tetjana Jagodkina (Ukraina), Anna Silabrama (Latvija) un Vésma Uspele (Latvija).

DZoja Kloumena (ASV) augusi un makslas izglitibu ieguvusi Florida. Patlaban ir asociéta
profesore Misisipi Universitate, kur vada magistrantiiras un bakalaura studijas gleznieciba.
Dod prieksroku ellas krasam, tacu strada art ar akrilu. Pédé€jo gadu gleznieciba iedvesmojas no
senam fotografijam — portretiem, gimenes albumiem un vésturiskajiem foto. Gleznas stasts
tiek klats vairakos slanos, lai veca fotografija turpinatu dzivot jauna transformacija; lai notiktu
parnems$ana, pardzimsana un mijiedarbiba starp cilvékiem, kuri ir aizgajusi maziba, un tiem, kuri
dzivo patlaban. Makslinieces darbi atrodas daudzas privatas un publiskas kolekcijas, tostarp
Balatonfiredas pilsétas domé Ungarija, Ringlinga makslas muzeja, Lica piekrastes makslas
muzeja un Pensakolas makslas muzeja Florida, ka ari Meridianas makslas muzeja Misisipi.

Mugurs Popa (Rumanija) dzivo un strada Bukaresté. Divdesmit miza gadus veltijis arhitekta
profesijai — projektéjis desmit fabrikas, vadijis divu baznicu atjaunosanas projektus, izstradajis
vairak neka Cetrdesmit dazadas tehniskas dokumentacijas un Tstenojis vairak neka trissimt
interjera projektus, lldz kadudien sapratis, ka dzive jadara tas, kas pasam visvairak patik. Tapéc
jau piecus gadus dejo tango, bet savu kadreiz€jo hobiju — gleznosSanu — jau desmit gadus ir
padarijis par pamatnodarbosanos. Mugurs Popa glezno |oti atri, vinam viegli padodas €ku
konstrukciju glezno$ana. Strada studija, glezno pasatijuma darbus, kuriem ir jatop atri. Mugurs
Popa mil dzivi, ir pozitivs un draudzigs, viegli atrod kontaktu ar dazadu tautibu cilvékiem un
labprat piedalas starptautiskos plenéros, jo kopiga darbosanas iedvesmo. Strada ar akvareli,
akrilu un art ellas krasam. Makslinieki médz sactt, ka Mugurs Popa ziméjot ka arhitekts, savukart
arhitekti teic, ka vin§ Ziméjot ka makslinieks. Skices top visur. Pat Riga, gaidot transportu uz
Vilaku, tapa skice Latvijas Nacionalajai operai.



Alvids Stausks (Lietuva) glezno ar elJu un akvareli, pamata realistiski, ar nedaudz maksliniecisku
pieskarienu. Akvarell top gleznas, kas tiecas abstrakcijas virziena, savukart e|la tiek gleznoti
pamata realistiski darbi. Makslinieks izbauda gleznosanu dab3, vislabpratak darbu sak daba
un turpat divos tris seansos ari pabeidz. Protams, sliktu laika apstak|u gadijuma detalas var
pieslipéet studija. Ar prieku glezno ari ziema. Agrak ilgi meklgjis skaistako vietu, ko gleznot; tagad
skaistumu saredz it visur. Dzimis un audzis Dusetu pagasta, Zarasu rajona. Jau pamatskolas
un vidusskolas laikos macijies padzilinataja makslas izglitibas klase. Absolvéjis Vilnas Makslas
akademiju. Vairak neka trisdesmit gadus bijis makslas skolotajs, bet kops 2012. gada — kultiras
centra “Dusetu makslas galerija” vaditajs. Kop$s 1997. gada ir Lietuvas Makslinieku savienibas
biedrs, 2000. gada uznemts Lietuvas Fotografu savieniba. Trisdesmit rado$as darbibas gados
piedalijies vairak neka simt grupu izstadés dazadas Eiropas pilsétas. Sarikojis vairak neka
Cetrdesmit gleznu un fotografiju personalizstades Lietuva un Latvija. Stradajis vairak neka
Cetrdesmit glezniecibas plenéros Lietuva, Latvija un Polija.

Tetjana Jagodkina (Ukraina) ir maksliniece no Kijivas. Kijiva absolvéjusi makslas akadémiju
(bakalaura programmu un aspirantiru gleznieciba). Apmeklgjusi makslas kursus Parize.
Tetjanai ir Joti paveicies, jo ari vinas virs, tévs un vectévs ir makslinieki. Gimene cits citu saprot
un atbalsta, jo visi dzivo maksl3, lai gan katrs darbojas sava stila. Makslas akadémija Tetjana
apguva klasisko un realistisko glezniecibu. Tévs, bidams makslas akadémijas profesors, jau no
mazam dienam ripigi sekoja tam, ka meita glezno. Pirms desmit gadiem Tetjana apprecgjas,
daudz celoja kopa ar dzivesbiedru un akfivi gleznoja. Vélgjas gleznot brivak un abstraktak,
atrast savu gleznoSanas stilu. Kijiva ir seSus stavus augsta makslinieku maja, kur daudziem
gleznotajiem ir darbnicas, Tetjanas gimenei — veselas Cetras, kuras vina var gleznot, kad vélas.
Kad Tetjana ar viru iegadajas savu maju, visi runaja, ka paris to noteikti apgleznos, jo ir tacu
makslinieki. Tetjana teikusinég, lai ir parasta maja, bet pec gada tomér padevusies kardinajumam.
Monumentala gleznieciba Tetjana tik tieS$am nav svesSa — péc pasutijuma ir apgleznota sporta
skolas fasade, Zimétas tematiskas pasakas uz bérnudarzu un bérnunamu sienam.

Anna Silabrama (Latvija) ir dzimusi Riga interjera dizaineru gimené. Beigusi Jana Rozentala
makslas vidusskolu, bakalaura un magistra gradu glezno$ana ieguvusi Latvijas Makslas
akadéemija. Divas tris dienas nedéla maca pieaugusos gleznot un divas tris dienas glezno pati.
Ar prieku piedalas plenéros, jo, redzot, ka blakus strada citi, iedvesmu gist arf pati. Vislabpratak
stradat ar akrila krasam. Tas atri zust un |auj strauji klat vairakus slanus un tonus. Maksliniecei

patik gleznot abstraktas ainavas, patik krasas, patik, ja var lietot zeltu un tekstu. Neiedvesmo
tikai baltais un melnais. Anna glezno art ar ellas krasam, ja ir pasttijuma darbi. Reizumis glezno
portretus. Patik gleznot ziedus, Tpasi darbigs ik gadu ir maijs un junijs, kad katru dienu atveras
jauni peoniju pumpuri, kurus maksliniece tik loti vélas uzgleznot, jo peonijas ir vinas milakie ziedi.
Péec pasutijuma glezno art vecmeistaru reprodukcijas. Lielakais izaicinajums bijis makslinieka

="

Pétera Brégela darbs “Mednieki sniega”, kuru Anna gleznoja seSus menesus.

Vésma Uspele (Latvija) ir plenéra novadniece, vinas dzimta puse ir TilZa. leprecéjusies spécigaja
USpelu dzimta, kur vinas virs ir keramikis jau piektaja paaudze. Divdesmit piecus gadus vérojot,
ka strada virs Aivars, arf Vésma ir apguvusi keramikes prasmes. Sobrid svilpavniekus vairak
veido Vésma neka dzivesbiedrs. Reézekné absolvéta Latvijas Makslas akadémijas glezniecibas
nodala, ieglstot humanitaro zinatnu bakalaura gradu. Vésmai ir divas gimenes. Viena ir virs
un bérns, bet otra ir makslas gimene. Kop$ 2006. gada kopa ar maksliniecem Agru Ritinu, l1zi
Griezani un Viju Stupani Veésma USpele darbojas Latgales makslinie¢u apvieniba “V.I.V.A.". Kop$
1995. gada regulari piedalas grupu izstades un plenéros Latvija un arvalstis, sarikojusi vairak
neka Cetrdesmit personalizstades. Sekmigi darbojas ari restauracija (Aglonas bazilika un citos
Latgales dievnamos), prot uzlikt zelta ietvarus, ir latgaliesu kultiras gada balvas “Bonuks” mala
statuesu autore. Vésma teicami fotografé un glezno portretus.

Lai iedvesmotos saviem darbiem, plenéra dalibnieki apmekl€ja gleznainakas dabas ainavas
Vilakas un Balvu apkaimé. Savilnoti un iespaidu pilni par skaistajiem Balvu un Vilakas
ezeriem, pludmalém, laipam, tacinam, Vilakas ezera salu, mieru un klusumu Stompaku purva,
daudzkrasainajam ziedu kompozicijam privatmaju darzos un publiskas pukudobés Balvos un
Vilaka, makslinieki radija katrs savu glezniecibas plenéra stastu.

Plenéra izstade Vilakas muzeja izstazu zalé ir apskatama no 2024. gada 31. jdlija lidz
25. oktobrim, lai pecak nonaktu Vilakas muzeja krajuma un turpinatu izstazu celu cituviet lidzas

iepriek$€jo gadu plenéra dalibnieku veikumam.

Vineta Zeltkalne



THE 8" INTERNATIONAL PAINTING PLEIN AIR
“VALDIS BUSS 2024"

The Valdis Buss centennial comes with the eighth Valdis BuSs International Painting Plein Air,
hosted by the Balvi District Council in a longstanding partnership with the Rothko Museum. This
year, it brings together six artists from five countries, including Joy Kloman (USA), Mugur Popa
(Romania), Alvydas Stauskas (Lithuania), Tetyana Yagodkina (Ukraine), Anna Silabrama (Latvia)
and Vésma Uspele (Latvia).

Joy Kloman, raised and educated in Florida, USA, is an associate professor at Mississippi
University, where she supervises graduate and undergraduate painting programmes. QOil is
Kloman'’s favourite medium, though she also works in acrylics. Her recent painting has been
inspired by old photographs — portraits, family albums, and historical photos. Kloman paints
her stories in multiple layers to give old photographs a new, transformed life whereby the old is
thoughtfully absorbed into the new, reborn anew, and the departed can continue interacting with
the living. The artist’s paintings are held in multiple private and public collections, such as the
Balatonfiired City Hall, Hungary; the Ringling Museum of Art, FL; the Gulf Coast Museum of Art,
FL; the Pensacola Museum of Art, FL; and the Meridian Museum of Art, MS.

Mugur Popa, an artist based in Bucharest, Romania, transitioned into full-time painting after a
twenty-year career in architecture, in the course of which he designed ten factories, supervised
two church renovations, and created over forty technical projects and more than thirty interiors.
In time, however, he embraced the simple truth — you only live once and must do what you
love. So, he's been doing tango for five years and painting for over a decade, having made his
old hobby a full-time profession. Popa loves working at high speed, and his distinctive skill is
painting structures. He has a studio and does commissions, which tend to have short deadlines,
so working fast is paramount. Always an optimist and a passionate lover of life, he has an
affectionate and amiable manner, which lets him easily connect with people of all backgrounds.
A keen participant in international plein airs, Popa admits that working side by side with others
brings him inspiration. His favoured mediums are watercolour, acrylic, and oil. Fellow artists
say Popa draws like an architect, whereas architects claim he draws like an artist. An eager and
perennial draughtsman, he even sketched the Latvian National Opera while hanging out in Riga,
waiting for his transfer to the Vilaka plein air.

Alvydas Stauskas (Lithuania) paints in oils and watercolours, predominantly in a realistic
manner with a light artistic touch. Although his watercolours tend to lean towards abstraction,
the works he does in oils are firmly in the realist domain. Stauskas loves painting in nature,
ideally from start to finish in two or three sessions. Bad weather may occasionally intervene, but
all the finer details can be polished in the studio. Speaking of which, the artist’s love for outdoor
painting doesn’t waver in the winter months. For many years, Stauskas was on endless hunt for
the most beautiful and perfect place to capture in his painting, but now he finds arresting beauty
everywhere he goes. Born and raised in Dusetos, Zarasai District, Stauskas discovered a passion
for art as a teenager when he was getting extra credits in the arts in elementary and secondary
schools. This led to a degree from the Vilnius Academy of Arts. After graduation, Stauskas
taught art in rural schools for over thirty years, up to 2012, when he assumed the director’s
post at the Dusetos Gallery, a new municipal cultural centre. Stauskas has held memberships
in the Lithuanian Artists Union since 1997 and the Lithuanian Photographers Union since 2000.
His thirty-year-long creative record in painting and photography, another medium he’'s made
his own, extends to over a hundred group exhibitions across Europe and more than forty solo
shows in Lithuania and Latvia. On top of that, Stauskas has worked in over forty plein airs in his
native Lithuania, Latvia, and Poland.

Tetyana Yagodkina hails from Kyiv, Ukraine. She has completed undergraduate and graduate
studies at the art academy in Kyiv and has done an art course in Paris, France. Deeply rooted
in her family’s artistic legacy, Yagodkina calls herself lucky because her husband, father, and
grandfather are professional artists. The family is very understanding and supportive of each
other because art is their life, although each member works in a distinctive style. The Academy
versed Yagodkina in classical and realistic painting. Her father, an Academy professor, mentored
his daughter since childhood. Ten years ago, Yagodkina got married. Since then, she’s actively
painted and travelled with her husband, evolving a somewhat less restricted and more abstract
personal style. There is a famous six-storey building in Kyiv where many artists have their
studios. Yagodkina's family owns four, and she is free to paint in any one of them whenever
she likes. When Yagodkina and her husband bought a house, everyone said the couple, being
artists, would definitely paint it with murals. Yagodkinga objected - no, let it be just a regular
house. However, by next year, she had already yielded to temptation. Not least because she'd
had experience with murals through commissions, such as decorating the fagcade of an athletic
school or drawing fairy-tale-inspired murals on the walls of children’s homes and preschools.



Anna Silabrama was born in Riga, Latvia, into a family of interior designers. Having graduated
from the Janis Rozentals Art School, she obtained a BA and MA in painting at the Art Academy
of Latvia. At the moment, Silabrama teaches painting to adult students two to three times
a week and paints the rest of the time. Silabrama thrives in the plein air format, drawing
inspiration from observing other artists at work. She favours acrylic paints for their fast-drying
properties, which lets her build layers of colour in quick succession. Silabrama loves abstract
landscapes and working with colour, whose impact she enhances with a touch of gold and
text. Only the achromatic white and black she finds too flat and uninspiring. The artist also
paints with oils, should the commission dictate it. She will do portraits, but her passion lies
with floral themes. Therefore, the months of May and June are extra busy, as every passing day
breaks open countless buds of peonies, the artist’s favourite flower and a constant motif in her
art. Beyond that, Silabrama has done commission reproductions of old-master paintings. Her
greatest challenge to date was Peter Bruegel’s “Hunters in the Snow”, a massive project whose
completion took her half a year.

Vesma Uspele (Latvia) is firmly based in Latgale, just like the Valdis Buss plein air. A native of
Tilza, she married into the USpeli family, where her husband is a fifth-generation ceramicist. After
twenty-five years of watching her husband Aivars at work, she has picked up many practical
skills. So much so that right now, she’'s making more clay whistles than her husband, although
her primary medium is painting, which she learnt at the Latvian Art Academy's branch in
Reézekne, graduating with a BA. USpele is blessed to have two families. One is her husband
and child, and the other is her artist community. In 2006, she established the V.I.V.A. art group
with her friends and classmates at the Academy, Agra Ritina, llze Grizne and Vija Stupane. The
quartet remains tight and active to the present day. USpele’s individual creative record dates
back to 1995 and includes forty solo shows as well as dozens of group exhibitions and plein
airs in Latvia and beyond. She has also contributed to church restoration projects in the Aglona
Basilica and other sacred buildings in her native Latgale, which has enabled her to hone the skill
of gold-leaf framing and so many more. USpele has designed the clay statuette for the Bonuks
Award in Latgalian Culture. On top of that, she’s widely known as a photographer and portrait
painter.

The plein air artists found their inspiration in countless stunning natural sites around Vilaka and
Balvi. Moved and impressed by the country’s lakes and beaches, grey, wooden footpaths and
inviting walking trails, the charming island on Lake Vilaka, the peace and quiet of Stompaki Bog,
the vibrant flowerbeds in local cottage gardens and village greens, the artists distilled their plein
air experience into original paintings steeped in the local context.

The plein air exhibition at the Vilaka Museum’s exhibition hall is on show from 31 July to
25 October 2024, at which point it will be taken into the museum’s collection to be preserved
and displayed in other exhibition venues along with the tangible output of the plein air’s previous
instalments.

Vineta Zeltkalne
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JOY KLOMAN

Zala zale, tumsa nakts / Green grass, dark night

Nakamais cel$ / The next path

JOY KLOMAN

audekls, ella / oil on canvas

audekls, ella / oil on canvas

90 x 120 cm, 2024

100 x 70 cm, 2024



MUGUR POPA
Partizani / Partisans

audekls, akrils / acrylic on canvas
50 x 50 cm, 2024

MUGUR POPA

Vilakas Vissvétas Jézus Sirds Romas katolu baznica
Vilaka Roman Catholic church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

audekls, akrils / acrylic on canvas
100 x 220 cm, 2024



ALVIDAS STAUSKAS

ALVIDAS STAUSKAS
Vilakas baznica / Vilaka church

Vilakas muiza / Vilaka Manor

audekls, ella / oil on canvas
70 x 100 cm, 2024

audekls, ella / oil on canvas
70 x 100 cm, 2024




TETYANA YAGODKINA
Ezera ritmi |, Il / Lake rhythms |, I

audekls, ella / oil on canvas
70 x 200 cm, 2023
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ANNA SILABRAMA ANNA SILABRAMA
Miers / Peace Vilakas ezers / Lake Vilaka
audekls, akrils / acrylic on canvas audekls, akrils / acrylic on canvas

100 x 100 cm, 2024 70 x 50 cm, 2024



VESMA USPELE
Jira Vilaka / The sea in Vilaka

VESMA USPELE
Elitas floksi / Elita’s phlox

audekls, ella / oil on canvas audekls, ella / oil on canvas
70 x 100 cm, 2024 70 x 80 cm, 2024



Joy Kloman | asv

UzturéSanas Latvija kluva par satriecoSu pieredzi, kas |ava padzilinati
iepazit viet€jo dabu un kultdru. Daudzas ekskursijas — no pastaigam
Stompaku meza [idz Vilakas, Balvu un Rotko muzeja apmeklgjumiem — deva
neaptverami jaudigu radosu impulsu. Musu pagaidu dzivesvieta ezera krasta,
skolas telpas, [1dz ar kopigi ieturétam maltitém kluva par nevainojamu vidi
jaunradei un ideju apmainai starptautiskaja glezniecibas plenéra “Valdis Buss
2024".

Atskatoties uz plenéra pieredzi, parnem paliekoSa kopibas sajuta. Ar
aizkustinajumu atceros, cik silti mas uznéma vilakiesSi. Vienai no plenéra
raditajam gleznam devu nosaukumu “TumsSa nakte, zala zale”. Ta ir atsauce
uz bridi Vilakas baznica, kad zénu koris mums dziedaja Imanta Kalnina
komponéto “Piena ce|u”. Visa draudze piecélas kajas un dziedaja lidzi.

Augstu vertéju plenéra davato iespéju |auties domu un tehniku apmainai ar
citiem maksliniekiem, ko ar prieku izmantoju. lkviena gleznotaja unikalais
skatijums un devums bija neatsverams ieguvums grupas kopgjai izaugsmei.

Pateicos Marim Cackam par ieligumu piedalities $aja makslas notikuma,
kur$ deva jaudigu impulsu manai turpmakajai darbibai profesija. Lidz ar Elitu
Teilani un Vinetu Zeltkalni vins ir izveidojis neatkartojamu makslas rezidenci,
kas davaja neaizmirstamu pieredzi.

Joy Kloman | usa

While in Latvia, we have had an amazing experience, immersed in nature
and culture. Our excursions, from walking in the Stompaki forest to visiting
the Vilaka, Balvi, and Rothko Museums, have informed our time here and our
work beyond measure. The location, beside a lake, in a school with shared
meals, has been the ideal environment in which to create and exchange ideas
for the Valdis Buss 2024 International Painting Plein Air.

The sense of community is felt. We have been embraced by the people of
Vilaka. | titled one of my paintings made during the residency, “Green Grass,
Dark Night”. The title comes from a moment in a church in Vilaka when
the boys’ choir sang “Piena Ce|$” composed by Imants Kalnins. The entire
congregation rose and joined in song.

| appreciate the interchange of ideas and techniques | have had the pleasure
to engage in with other international artists. Each painter has brought unique
qualities and perspectives to the group.

| will be forever grateful to Maris Cacka for inviting me to participate in this
professional event. He, along with Elita Teilane and Vineta Zeltkalne, has
developed an unparalleled artist-in-residence programme. | will carry Latvia
and this experience in my heart, always.



Mugur Popa | Rumanija

Misu plenéra pieredzi aizsaka divas izcili saturigas dienas. Apmekl€tais
un redzétais lava iepazit un izprast Latvijas dvéseli. TaCu galvenais atklajums
bija Valda BusSa glezniecibas pasaule. Plasais tému un ierosmju klasts,
lieliska makslinieku grupa, teicama rikotaju komanda un vesela skola tikai
mdsu riciba veidoja nevainojamu vidi radoSai pasizpausmei.

Gardas kipinatas zivis, Valmiermuizas alus, bérzu sulas, Latvijas trauksmaina
vésture, apmekléto muzeju krajumi, vietéja daba un urbana ainava - viss butu
vargjis nonakt uz audekla. Galu gala es izvél€jos iemuzinat briniskigo gaisotni
ap Vilakas Romas katolu baznicu, jo ST1pasa vieta un ar to saistitas norises
atstaja dzilu un paliekoSu iespaidu.

Mana pieredze Latvija nudien bija mazs debesu gabalins!

Mugur Popa | Romania

Our plein air experience started with two extraordinary days. During my
time here, | visited, saw, explored and understood the essence of the Latvian
spirit. Above all, we all discovered the amazing world of Valdis BuSs. Loaded
with many potential topics for painting, with a wonderful group of artists,
excellent hosts and a whole school just for us, | found the most suitable
setting to express myself.

Smoked fish, Valmiermuiza beer, birch sap, Latvia's tumultuous history,
museum collections, and natural or urban landscape were all topics worth
addressing. | chose to immortalise the wonderful atmosphere of the Roman
Catholic church in Vilaka, as | was deeply impressed by this place and what
is happening here.

For me, Latvia was like a little piece of heaven!



Tetyana Yagodkina | ukraina

Sudrabotie ara plasumi... Klusums un miers, skaistums un ltkksme.

Izmekletamakslinieku kompanija, sava amata meistari. Vislabakie darbabiedri,
ar kuriem stradat plecu pie pleca misu lielaja kopigaja studija ar augstajiem
logiem, caur kuriem paveras satriecoSa ainava ar saules pielietu plavu, ezeru
un salu. Organizatoru rapes un smalka uzmaniba, tapat ka apkartnes daba,
uzbur lirisma un patiesuma caurstravotu gaisotni.

Burviga vieta, kas |auj izjust un iepazit Latvijas zemi.

Starki un garni, piles un zaki... viss ir tepat, cilvekam [1dzas, vai drizak cilveks
ir visam draugs, rupigs un cienpilns kopigas dzivtelpas iemitnieks.

Miglas vali ritos aiz loga, maiga ezermalas saule, véss ezera tidens un dzivibu
davajoss lietus.

Viss musu riciba — liriska daba, értas darba telpas, materialu parpilniba un
garda vietgja virtuve.

Labakais laiks radoSam darbam — ne rupju, ne raizu, tikai izcili apstak|i
makslas jaunradei.

Tetyana Yagodkina | ukraine

The vast and silver outdoor space... It is quiet here, it is calm, it is
beautiful and fun.

Arefined company of artists, all masters of their craft. The best people to work
with in our shared large studio with tall windows, opening out to a stunning
landscape of a sunny meadow and lake cradling a little island. Caring and
delicate organisers, like nature itself around us, creating a sense of lyricism
and truth.

A wonderful place that enables you to feel and explore the Latvian land.
Storks and herons, ducks and hares... everything here is so close to humans,
or, rather, humans are friendly with creatures great and small, treating the life

forms that live by their side with care and respect.

There are fantastic morning mists outside the window, a gentle sun on the
beach, cool water in the lake, and life-giving rain.

Everything is at our service — lyrical nature, comfortable studios, abundant
materials and delicious local cuisine.

A flawless example of the best time for creativity — no worries or cares, only
perfect conditions for making art!



Anna Silabrama | Latvija

Plenérs ir 1paSais laiks, kad ir raditi visi apstakli, lai nekas netraucé
pievérsties rado$ajam procesam. Sis plenérs, veltits izcilajam Latvijas
gleznotajam Valdim BuSam, paliks mana atmina un sirdi ka briniskigs
notikums, par kuru man japateicas skaistajai Vilakas dabai, tas cilvekiem
un, protams, maniem kolégiem, maksliniekiem. Katru dienu pa darbnicas
logiem es véroju mierpilno Vilakas ezeru, un tiesSi ezers kluva par manu
galveno iedvesmas avotu. Gleznas man patik apvienot abstrakciju un ainavu.
Galvenais izteiksmes [idzeklis ir krasa, ar tas palidzibu es censos radit sajutu,
pardzivojumu.

Pateicos plenéra rikotajiem - Elitai, Vinetai un Marim —, kuri jau astoto gadu
organize izcilu starptautisku plenéru, popularizéjot Latvijas dabu, cilvékus un
kultdru.

Anna Silabrama | Latvia

A plein air is a special time when everything's been done to let one freely
focus on creation. This plein air, celebrating Valdis Buss, a brilliant Latvian
painter, will stay forever in my heart as a most wonderful experience | owe to
Vilaka's natural splendour, its lovely people and, of course, my fellow artists.
Each morning, | watched through my studio windows the amazing stillness of
Lake Vilaka, and that became my principal inspiration. In painting, | prefer to
blend abstraction and landscape. My main expression is through colour - |
use it to evoke emotion.

| want to thank the organisers, Elita, Vineta and Maris, for the past eight years
of maximum effort to put together a fantastic international plein air that
celebrates Latvian nature, people and culture.



Vesma Uspele | Latvija

Esmu maksliniece no Latgales. Esmu tas véjs, idens $laksti, saules stari,
zemes spéks, metala kalums un uguns sirds. Degu par misu miera ostu un
Latgales viesmilibu. Esmu vienmeér par makslu un ap makslu. Lai radoSums
iet caur prieku un milestibu! Plenéros piedalos regulari gan Latvija, gan
arzemeés. Nu arT Valda Bus$a plenéra, kur apvienojas lidzigi domajosi, pozitivi
cilveki, klustot par draugiem uz muazu.

Paldies plenéra rikotajiem par iespéju un vietas izvéli Vilaka. Paldies
par jauko atmosféru, plaSuma sparniem, terpentina smarzu, smiekliem,
garSigiem édieniem un kopa busanu. Makslas plenérs nav iedomajams bez
atbalstitajiem, rikotajiem, vietéjiem iedzivotajiem, makslinieku skatijuma,
iespaidiem un sajitam, kas sapliist viena “MAKSLAS GARSA”.

Vesma Uspele | Latvia

| come from Latgale, and I'm still based here as an artist. | am its winds
and splashing waters, | am its beams of sunshine and the pull and power of
the earth, its hammered metal strength and flaming heart. | burn with passion
for our peaceful haven and its hospitality to every guest. My life is art, and my
eternal credo is creation performed with joy and love. | paint in plein air on a
frequent basis, both here, in Latvia, and going other places. From this year
on, my record will include the Valdis Buss plein air, which brings together like-
minded and positive creators who leave as lifetime friends.

| thank the organisers for the opportunity and for the excellent location. I'm
grateful for the lovely atmosphere, for giving us a sense of having grown
a pair of wings, for the pervasive tang of turps, the heaps of laughter, the
delicious food and all-embracing spirit of communion. No plein air could take
place without supporters, organisers, caring locals, artistic visionaries and
immediate impressions that combine into a vibrant cocktail | will call “THE
TASTE OF ART".



Alvydas Stauskas | Lietuva

PiedaliSanas plenéra allaz ir liels prieks un pagodinajums, it seviski
tapec, ka galveno vietu mana ellas un akvarelu gleznieciba ienem ainava. Es
vienmer gleznoju daba, dazadas lokacijas. Labprat iepazistu jaunas vietas.
Tas ir ka atsvaidzinoSs Gdens malks.

Pirmoreiz Vilaka viesojos 2020. gada, kad man bija iesp&ja apmeklét skaisto
Latgales novadu.

Pilsétas reljefs un krasnas baznicas atstaja lielu iespaidu, un visvairak atmina
iespiedas izstazu zale, kur tobrid bija skatams 4. Valda Busa plenéra dalibnieku
veikums. Man |oti patika estétiskais izstades iekartojums un eksponéto darbu
kvalitate. Lidz ar Vilakas gleznaino dabu un arhitektiru izstade parliecinaja,
ka &7 varétu bat briniskiga pieredze. Tsts sapna piepildijums!

Esmu pateicigs plenéra rikotajiem par uzaicinajumu piedalities un par
lielisko darbu, kopjot Valda Busa pieminas plenéra tradiciju, kas godina Sai
kultartelpai piederigu makslas izcilibu.

Alvydas Stauskas | Lithuania

It is always a pleasure and honour to participate in plein airs, especially
because the landscape takes a key place in my oil and watercolour work.
All my paintings are created in nature, taking in different settings. | love
experiencing new places. It feels like a refreshing sip of water.

My first encounter with Vilaka was in 2020 when | had the opportunity to visit
the beautiful region of Latgale.

The town'’s relief and spectacular churches impressed me, and the most
memorable was the exhibition hall, where an exhibition of paintings showed
the output of the 4th Valdis Buss International Plein Air. | was delighted
by the aesthetic display and the quality of the paintings. Together with the
glorious nature and architecture, it convinced me this would be a wonderful
experience. A dream came true!

I am grateful to the plein air organisers for the invitation to participate and
for maintaining the beautiful tradition of commemorating Valdis Buss, an
outstanding artist of this region.
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