











VALDIS BUSS 2025



9. STARPTAUTISKAIS GLEZNIECIBAS PLENERS
“VALDIS BUSS 2025”

2025. gada vasara Vilaka norisinajas jau devitais starptautiskais glezniecibas plenérs “Valdis
Buss”, pulcgjot seSus profesionalus maksliniekus no Latvijas un arvalstim. Plenéra piedalijas
Devdatta Padekars no Indijas, Dziji Huans no Kinas, Jelena Vragovi¢a no Serbijas, Ernesto
Heéns no Vacijas, Valentins Varns no Lietuvas un Baiba Priedite no Latvijas. Desmit dienu laika
makslinieki stradaja briva daba un darbnica, interpretéjot Latgales ainavas katrs sava vizualaja
valoda. Plenérs veicinaja starpkultiru dialogu un radija kopigu platformu radosam sarunam,
pardomam un eksperimentiem.

Plenérs ir veltits Valdim BuSsam (1924-2014) - izcilam Latgales ainavu gleznotajam, kura
gleznieciskais rokraksts veidojas cie$a saikné ar dzimtas Zieme|latgales dabu. Gleznodams ar
dzilu krasu izjutu un filozofisku pieeju, vins radija ritmiski ekspresivus darbus, kas nav reducéjami
[ldz dokumentalam dabas attélojumam, bet ir skatami ka introspektivas un jutekliskas vizualas
pieredzes impresijas. Vina mantojums turpina iedvesmot maksliniekus Latvija un citur pasaulé.

Jelena Vragovica

Vienmer jutusi sevi makslinieces aicinajumu. Jau bérniba aizrautigi zZimejusi, it seviski
sev tuvaja ainavas zanra ar savas milakds — dzeltenas - krasas dominanti. Makslas
pamatus savulaik apguvusi pie téva, kur$ arl bijis gleznotdjs. Sobrid ikdiena strada
skolas biblioteka un vada rado$as nodarbibas, bet vakaros glezno sava darbnica.
Atrast modelus ir sarezgiti, tapéc Jelena katrreiz uznem vairak neka simt fotografiju no
dazadiem rakursiem, lai vélak gleznotu. Glezno arT mitologiskus t€lus un slavu dievus. Sarikojusi
se$padsmit personalizstades Serbija un arvalstis. Vilakas un Skilbénu ainavas maksliniecei
atgadinaja vinas dzimto pilsétu VrSacu. Visvairak Jelenu plenéra apbira Latvijas daba — migla,
saullekti, pérkona negaiss un patikami vésais klimats.



Baiba Priedite

Pirma maksliniece gimené. Baibas profesionalais cel$ ir sadalits desmitgadés - desmit gadi
ka pasniedzejai Daugavpill, desmit gadi Rotko muzeja, tagad - skolotajas gaitas Saules skola.
Glezno parsvara ar akvareli un akrilu, eksperimenté ar dazadam tehnikam. Plenéros meklé
iedvesmu un kolégu pieredzi. Ertakais formats — kvadrats lidz vienam metram. Baibu saista
mezi un slanaina glezno$ana, kas prasa pacietibu. Macas dokumentét gleznas attistiby, fikséjot
procesa posmus fotografijas.

Dziji Huans

Jaunakais plenéra dalibnieks. Studéjis Kinas Makslas akadémija, bijis apmaina Parizé un
Baltimora. Latvija viesojas pirmo reizi un pirmoreiz strada plenéra formata. Glezno péc ara
skicém un fotoattéliem, ko vélak pabeidz darbnica, bet vélas vairak stradat briva dab3a, lai
sajustu sauli, smarzas un véju. Dod prieksroku e|las krasam un ir iecienijis ierobezotu krasu
paleti pamata zilos, zalos un pelékos tonos. Darbi izstaditi personalizstadés Kina (Sjamen3,
HandZou) un grupu izstadés Francija, Lielbritanija, Kanada un Japana. Ir pirmais makslinieks
gimené.

Valentins Varns

Dzimis Kauna, studéjis Kauna un Vilna. Lietuvas Makslinieku savienibas biedrs kops 1999. gada.
Istens darbaholikis — ja laikapstakli atlauj, labprat glezno ari ziema. Plenéra gatavs gleznot visu
dienu, pat aizmirsdams par édienreizém. Katru gadu uzglezno vismaz simt darbu. Patik e|las
krasas, jo dod laiku pardomam. Gleznas ir plasa tematika — ainavas, portreti, pils€tas un lauki.
Piedalijies izstadés daudzviet Eiropa un augstu vérté energijas apmainu, gleznojot plecu pie
pleca ar citiem maksliniekiem.

Ernesto Hens

Dzimis Austrumvacija. Sakotnéji studgjis un stradajis biznesa videé Vacija, Francija un Anglija.
Pec karjeras mainas 2015. gada pievérsies glezniecibai, studéjis Florencé un Géteborga.
Glezno ar ellu un akvareli, iedvesmojas daba un pilsétvidé. Brivi runa vairakas valodas — vacu,
anglu, fran€u un spanu. Darbi atspogulo tehnisku precizitati un kulttru sintézi. Ar savu pieméru
iedvesmo sekot sapniem.



Devdatta Padekars

Studéjis Mumbaja, Londona un Florencé. Rezidgjis Islandé, Somija, Sveicé. Censas attélot
dabas un cilvéka mijiedarbibu — nereti fona ir majestatiska ainava, bet priekSplana - cilvéka téels.
Interesé kalnu gleznojumi — Himalaji un Alpi. Uzskata, ka cilvéks, kas novéerté makslu, noverté
arT dabu. Nak no makslinieku gimenes. Darbi izstaditi personalizstadés Indija, Italija un Sveice.

Plenérs Vilaka notika no 2025. gada 21. lidz 31. julijam, un ta nosléguma izstade Vilakas muzeja
izstazu zale bus skatama 1dz 2025. gada 24. oktobrim. Eksponéto darbu kopa ne tikai piedava
skatitajiem iepazit ainavu dazadu kultdru interpretacijas, bet art turpina Valda Busa iedibinato
tradiciju — ieraudzit dabu ka garigu pieredzi, caur kuru pietuvoties sev un citiem.

Vineta Zeltkalne, Elita Teilane, Maris Cacka
plenéra rikotaji



THE 9 INTERNATIONAL PAINTING PLEIN AIR
“VALDIS BUSS 2025”

In the summer of 2025, the town of Vilaka hosted the ninth International Valdis BusSs Painting
Plein Air, bringing together six professional artists from around the world: Devdatta Padekar
(India), Ziyi Huang (China), Jelena Vragovi¢ (Serbia), Ernesto Heen (Germany), Valentinas
Varnas (Lithuania), and Baiba Priedite (Latvia). Over the course of ten days, the artists worked
both in nature and in a studio setting, interpreting the Latgalian landscape through their unique
artistic visions. The plein air fostered intercultural dialogue and provided a shared space for
reflection, experimentation, and creative exchange.

The event is dedicated to Valdis Buss (1924-2014), an outstanding Latvian landscape painter
known for his deep connection to the nature of Northern Latgale. His expressive rhythm,
emotional depth, and philosophical approach to depicting nature transcended realism and
transformed landscapes into introspective, sensory experiences. His legacy continues to
inspire artists in Latvia and beyond.

Jelena Vragovié

Jelena has always felt like an artist. Even as a child, she loved drawing, especially landscapes
filled with her favourite colour: yellow. Her father, also a painter, taught her the basics. She now
works in a school library and leads creative workshops, painting in the evenings in her studio.
Finding models is difficult, so she often takes over a hundred reference photos per person. She
also paints mythology and Slavic deities. Jelena has held sixteen solo exhibitions in Serbia and
abroad. In Vilaka, the rural scenes reminded her of her hometown Vr§ac. She was captivated by
Latvia's cool climate and atmospheric phenomena like fog, sunrise, and thunder.

Baiba Priedite

Baiba is the first artist in her family. Her career is divided into decades: ten years teaching in
Daugavpils, ten years at the Rothko Museum, and now working with high school students at
Saules Skola. She mainly paints with watercolours and acrylics and enjoys mastering different
techniques. Plein airs allow her to escape daily routines and find inspiration from others. Her
favourite canvas size is a square up to one metre per side. She is drawn to painting forests and
often photographs each stage of her process to analyse the layers.



Ziyi Huang

Ziyi Huang, the plein air's youngest participant, holds a degree from the China Academy of Art.
His international activity includes exchange programmes in Paris and Baltimore, but this was
his first time in Latvia and his first international plein air experience. While he prefers sketching
and taking photos outdoors, Ziyi often completes paintings in the studio. He favours limited
colour palettes in shades of blue, green and grey and works primarily with oil. Ziyi has had solo
exhibitions domestically, in Xiamen and Hangzhou, and participated in group shows in the UK,
France, Italy, Canada, and Japan. He is the first artist in his family.

Valentinas Varnas

Born in Kaunas and educated there and in Vilnius, Valentinas has been a member of the
Lithuanian Artists’ Association since 1999. A true workaholic, he paints even in winter, weather
permitting. During plein airs, he can paint from morning till night, even forgetting to eat.
Valentinas produces over a hundred paintings a year, mainly in oil, which allows more time for
reflection. His subjects include landscapes, cityscapes, and portraits. He has exhibited widely
across Europe and values the creative energy of working alongside other artists.

Ernesto Heen

Born in East Germany, Ernesto originally worked in business management in Germany,
France, and the UK. In 2015, he switched careers to pursue painting, studying in Florence and
Gothenburg. He paints landscapes and city scenes in oil and watercolour and speaks German,
English, French, and Spanish. His art blends technical precision with multicultural inspiration,
reflecting his international background. Ernesto encourages others to follow their dreams and
live authentically.

Devdatta Padekar

Educated in Mumbai, London, and Florence, Devdatta has completed artist residencies in
Iceland, Finland, and Switzerland. He explores the harmony between humans and nature, often
juxtaposing vast natural backdrops with human figures. He's intrigued by mountain scenery,
comparing the Alps and Himalayas. Devdatta believes that those who appreciate art also care
for nature. His parents are artists in different styles and media. He has exhibited solo in India,
Italy, and Switzerland.



The plein air took place from 21 until 31 July 2025 in Vilaka, and the concluding exhibition at
the Vilaka Museum'’s exhibition hall will be on view through 24 October 2025. The exhibition not
only showcases diverse landscape interpretations but also continues the tradition initiated by
Valdis BuSs — to experience nature as a spiritual journey that brings us closer to ourselves and
to each other.

Vineta Zeltkalne, Elita Teilane and Maris Cacka
the organising team









Baiba Priedite | Latvija / Latvia

Plenérs “Valdis Buss 2025" man k|uva par Tpasu radosu pieturvietu, kur daba un laikapstakli
nosaka ne tikai argjo ainavu, bet art iek$€jo noskanu.

Katru dienu modos ar citu ezera skatu — migla titu, saules apmirdzetu, sudrabaini ramu.
Nemitigi mainigu. Saule, vejs, negaiss, ik makona éna un lietus lase — viss iegula mana krasu
paleté.

Vilakas baznica. Vertikale starp debesim un zemi. Uzkapt torni, pieskarties zvana virvei —
Ik, bridis, kad skana partop sajuta. Saruna ar priesteri — klusa, Tsta, izjusta — atver ne tikai
dievnama durvis, bet art sirdi.

TaCu visdzilak man atmina paliks lietaina pastaiga Stompaku purva. Klusums, mitrums,
sirreals miers un véstures Cuksti.

The Valdis Buss Plein Air became a waypoint — a moment to pause, reflect, and let nature
shape both the world around me and the one within.

Each morning, the lake greeted me differently — wrapped in mist, glowing in sunlight, or still
and silver like glass. Always shifting, never the same. The sun, the wind, a brewing storm, the
fleeting shadow of a passing cloud, the soft weight of a summer rain — all of it found its way
into my palette.

The Church of Vilaka is like a quiet axis between earth and sky. Climbing the tower
and reaching for the bell rope — a moment when sound becomes feeling. A quiet, heartfelt
conversation with the priest opened much more than just the old church doors. It unlocked
something within me.

But the moment that lingers most is a rainy walk through the Stompaki bog. The hush. The
damp earth. A surreal stillness. And the whisper of history in the wind.



BAIBA PRIEDITE
Vilaka. Makoni. / Vilaka. Clouds.

Audekls, akrils / Acrylic on canvas
100 x 100 cm, 2025



BAIBA PRIEDITE
Vilaka. Makonains. / Vilaka. Cloudy.

Audekls, akrils / Acrylic on canvas
100 x 100 cm, 2025



BAIBA PRIEDITE
Stompaki

Audekls, akrils / Acrylic on canvas
100 x 100 cm, 2025



Devdatta Padekar | indija / India

Latvija irizslaveta ka “zilo ezeru zeme”, tapec savam gleznojumam izraudzijos Vilakas ezeru,
kurs atrodas pavisam netalu no makslinieku darbnicam. Ezers ir pla$s, ar mierigiem tdeniem,
kuros spogulojas debesu zilgme — lielisks atputas galameérkis, kur peldéties, pastaigaties pa
promenadi vai makskerét. Ik mirklis iedvesmoja gleznot, taCu es izvélejos kréslas stundas, kad
dienas rosiba un knada pierimst. Piles un citi Gdensputni meklé patvérumu zalainajos krastos,
kameér debesis palenam ietinas tumsa un ezers k|ust par absoluta miera ostu.

Aina, protams, bija rama un klusa, tatu maksliniekam jajatas mierigam un nosvértam, lai
SpEtu netraucéti gleznot. Organizatoru viesmiliba un sirsniba gadaja, lai ne tikai es, bet ikviens
makslinieks Seit justos brivi un demonstrétu savu vislabako veikumu.

Latvia is known as the “Land of Blue Lakes”, and | chose Lake Vilaka, just a short distance
from the artist studios, for my painting. Lake Vilaka is quite a large lake with placid waters
that reflect the colours of the sky. It is a stunning recreational location for the people who
come here to bathe, walk along the promenade or fish in its waters. Each time of day brought
inspiration for painting the lake, but | selected dusk since it removed all human activity. Ducks
and aquatic birds sought safety in the grass canopy as the sky turned from twilight to night. The
lake became a haven of utter solitude and calm.

The view in front of me was, of course, calm and serene, but an artist must also be meditative
and calm in order to create the best paintings possible. The organisers’ hospitality and kindness
ensured that not just me, but every artist felt at ease and able to create their finest work.



DEVDATTA PADEKAR
Kirsi / Cherries

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
30 x 40 cm, 2025
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DEVDATTA PADEKAR
Krésla (Vilakas ezers) diptihs / Dusk (Lake Vilaka) diptych

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
70 x 200 cm, 2025




Ernesto Heen | vacija / Germany

Desmit dienas, ko pavadiju Vilaka, bija piepilditas ar krasam, sarunam, makonu valiem,
savstarpéjiem atklajumiem, lietus Cukstiem, smiekliem, saulstaru Slakstiem, klusuma briziem
pie molberta un ramas pilnibas mirkliem dab3a, brinumskaistu mezu un ezeru ieloka. Plenéra
pieredze neaprobezojas ar acim tveramas realitates fikséSanu uz audekla - ta bija rupiga
iedzilinasanas ainavas valoda.

Domaju, visiem seSiem maksliniekiem no dazadam valstim Sis plenérs kluva par
piedzivojumu, kas nav reducéjams lidz geografisko robezu parvarésanai. Man ta bija arkartigi
dzila un bagatinoSa pieredze — stavét zem klajas debess, lauties gaisménu parsteigumiem
plasaja, zalaja tale, verot dienu ritam, klausities ainavu elpojam un tvert So nemitigo mainibu
uz audekla. Vilaka es gleznoju ne tikai redzeto, bet ar sajusto — zili palso rita melanholiju, rama
prieka caurstravotas siltas novakares un ilgas, dzildomigas ziemeu kréslas stundas.

Seit gleznotajos darbos zaigo $is autentiskas sastapsanas nirkli — piedzivoto emociju
pieraksti un mana dzila pateiciba Vilakas ainavai, cilvekiem un laikam, ko varéeju Seit pavadit.

Ten days filled with colour, conversations, shifting clouds, mutual discoveries, soft rains,
laughter, sudden sunlight, quiet moments of painting and being surrounded just by the natural
beauty of lakes and forests. The painting plein air here is not merely recording what the eye
sees; it is learning to listen deeply to the landscape’s language.

Ithink that forall six of us painters, coming from different countries and artistic traditions, these
days became an immersion into something beyond geography. For me, painting plein air here is a
profound discipline: to stand outdoors and respond to the vastness of vegetation and the surprise
of light and shadow, to adapt colours as the day breathes and the land exhales. In Vilaka, | painted
not only what | saw, but also what | felt — the quiet melancholy of pale blue mornings, the serene
joy of warm afternoons, and the contemplative peace that arrived with long northern evenings.
These artworks are fragments of this living encounter. They are records of emotions, but also
offerings of gratitude — to Vilaka's landscape, its people, and the time | was able to spend here.



ERNESTO HEEN
Zem vakarkréslas debesim / Beneath the Ember Sky

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
70 x 100 cm, 2025




ERNESTO HEEN
Vasaras diena Vijaka (triptihs) / Summer Day in Vilaka (triptych)

Aluminijs, ella / Oil on Aluminum
31x22cm, 2025






Ziyi Huang | kina / China

Man bija liels gods piedalities 9. Starptautiskaja glezniecibas plenéra “Valdis Buss 2025".
ST bija mana pirma vieso$anas Latvija un arT pirma pieredze, gleznojot kopa ar maksliniekiem
no dazadam valstim. Vilakas ainava, draudzigie cilveki, kulturas aktivitates, gardie €dieni,
starpkultiru sarunas un Valda Bus$a izcilie darbi atstaja dzilu un paliekoSu iespaidu.

Ainava ir man tuvs un nozimigs zanrs, un Vilaka davaja daudz jaunu iedvesmas pavedienu,
kurus ritinat gleznojot. Mani apbura gaismas un krasu parpilniba un mainiba viet€ja ainava. Abos
Seit gleznotajos darbos dabas radito apvienoju ar arhitektiras formam — modernu, minimalisma
gara buvetu skolas €ku un greznu senatnigu baznicu. Cilvéks un daba Seit ir lidzsvara un kopa
veido mierpilnu un harmonisku telpu. Klausoties dziesmas un ligSanas viet€ja baznica, es
sajutu §T lldzsvara garigo pamatu - ticibu kopigam pirmavotam.

Sirsnigs paldies briniskigajai rikotajkomandai. Ar jisu gadibu esmu sadraudzeéjies ar patiesi
talantigiem maksliniekiem, kuru jaunradei sekosu ari turpmak.

| feel honoured to have been selected to participate in the 9th International Painting Plein Air
Valdis Buss 2025. It is my first visit to Latvia, and also my first time painting with artists from
all over the world. The beautiful scenery of Vilaka, the friendly people, the numerous activities,
the delicious food, the cross-cultural communications, and Valdis Buss's outstanding paintings
have left a deep impression.

Landscape is one of my most important painting subjects, and Vilaka has given me new
inspirations. It is a charming place that displays a rich variety of colour combinations and
light and shadow shapes at different times of the day. Both of the works | painted here blend
artificial architectures with natural landscapes. Whether it is the minimalist and modern school
building or the complex and weathered church, they both complement the surrounding natural
environment. In Vilaka, humans and nature coexist in perfect harmony, showing an eternal
sense of peace. When | heard the emotional singing and prayers of local people in church, | felt
that | understood, to some extent, the source of that harmony. Because everything on earth is
believed to be created from the same higher origin.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to the remarkable organiser team, and | look
forward to seeing new works from other talented participating artists in the future.



ZIYI HUANG
Ainava ar Vijakas pareizticigo baznicu / Landscape of Vilaka Orthodox Church

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
40 x 50 cm, 2025



ZIYI HUANG
Balta maja / A White Building

Audekls, ela / Oil on canvas
40 x 50 cm, 2025



Jelena Vragovi¢ | serbija / Serbia

Daliba Saja starptautiskaja plenéra atstaja dzilu un paliekoSu iespaidu. No pirmas dienas
lidz pat atvadu bridim es jutos ka dala no ka patiesi Tpasa. Pardomata programma bija rapigi
izstradata un Tstenota ar lielu uzmanibu un milestibu.

Ekskursijas redzéjam neskartu dabu — burvibas apdvestus mezus, ramus ezerus un klusus,
mierpilnus ciemus. Sados mirk|os daba mani uzrunaja télu, krasu un gaismas valoda. Piedzivota
iespaida tapa gleznas.

Vislielako iedvesmu davaja mierpilnie ezera krasti, staltas priedes kréslas stundas un
Vilakas magiskie saulrieti.

Sirsnigs paldies Marim, Elitai un Vinetai par lielisko organizaciju, siltumu un viesmilibu. Ar
jusu gadibu katrs dalibnieks jutas gaidits un iedvesmots. Es satiku briniskigus maksliniekus no
dazadam valstim un izbaudiju iesp€&ju kopa stradat, smieties un dalities iespaidos.

Pateicoties Sim plenéram, esmu iemil€jusi Latviju — tas ainavas, gaismu un cilvékus.
CieSi zinu, ka atgrieziSos, jo ST pieredze ir kluvusi par batisku atskaites punktu mana radosaja
izaugsme.

Participating in this international plein air left a deep and lasting positive impression. From
the very first day to the moment of departure, | felt like | was part of something truly special.
Every part of the programme was thoughtfully designed, attended to with utmost care and love.

The sightseeing tours took us through untouched nature — enchanted forests, serene lakes,
and quiet villages. In those moments, nature spoke to me through images, colours, and light -
and from that, my paintings were born.

| painted landscapes inspired by the still shores of the lake, the long pine trees at dusk, and
the magical sunsets over Vilaka.

| want to thank Maris, Elita, and Vineta for the exceptional organisation, warm atmosphere,
and heartfelt hospitality. Your care and attention made every participant feel welcome and
inspired. | met wonderful artists from around the world, exchanged ideas, created, laughed, and
shared inspiration.

Through this plein air, | have fallen in love with Latvia — its landscapes, its light, and its
people. | believe | will return, as this experience has become an important part of my artistic
and personal journey.



JELENA VRAGOVIC
Cela / On the Way

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
100 x 70 cm, 2025




JELENA VRAGOVIC
Gaismas noskana / Impression of Light

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
100 x 70 cm, 2025




Valentinas Varnas | Lietuva / Lithuania

Latgalé esmu pirmo reizi, un vislielako iespaidu uz mani atstaja makslinieka Valda Busa
bagatigais mantojums un dedziga, darbiga pieeja glezniecibai.

Atmina paliks vasaras lietus, zalojoSie pakalni, ezeri, sirsnigie cilvéki un véstures elpa.
Priecajos, ka dazus no Siem Latgales motiviem izdevas iemuzinat plenéra darbos.

Esmu pateicigs plenéra rikotajiem par profesionalo un sirsnigo darbu, ka ari par iesp&ju
ieraudzit So Latvijas novadu makslinieka acim.

Vélu panakumus ari turpmak!

This was my first time in Latgale, and | was most deeply struck by the rich legacy of the artist
Valdis Buss - his fervent spirit, amazing productivity and absolute devotion to painting.

I'll carry with me the memories of summer rain, the lush green hills, the lakes, the open-
hearted people, and the layered historical context. | am glad | was able to capture a few of these
local motifs in my plein air paintings.

| thank the organisers for their professionalism and heartfelt dedication and for the
opportunity to see this charming corner of Latvia through an artist’s eyes.

Wishing you every success on the road ahead!



VALENTINAS VARNAS
Latgales motivi / Latgale Motifs

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
100 x 70 cm, 2025




VALENTINAS VARNAS
Makoni virs ezera / Clouds over the Lake

Audekls, ela / Oil on canvas
50 x 70 cm, 2025




VALENTINAS VARNAS
Vllakas muiZas noslépumi / Secrets of the Vilaka Manor

Audekls, ella / Oil on canvas
50 x 70 cm, 2025
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